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Purpose: To describe the criteria and considerations for organ acceptaqce from donors with a history of COVID-
19 and/or a positive SARS-COV-2 test at the time of organ recovery 

Definitions: 
• Asymptomatic COVID-19 Infection: Detection of SARS-CoV-2 in a nasopharyngeal (NP) sample 

without current symptoms compatible with COVID-19. If a donor symptom history is unknown, they 
should be considered symptomatic. 

• Mild COVID-19: Positive NP sample in a donor with symptoms consistent with COVID-19 infection 
who did not require oxygen supplementation or inpatient hospitalization for COVID-19. 

• Severe COVID-19: Positive NP sample in a donor with symptoms consistent with COVID-19 infection 
who required oxygen supplementation or inpatient hospitalization for COVID-19. 

• Resolved COVID-19: An immunocompetent donor with a history of confirmed COVID-19, resolution of 
symptoms, more than 21 days from the date of onset of symptoms. 

Policy: 
Methodist Dallas Medical Center (MDMC) will consider the following offers: 

• Offers from deceased donors with asymptomatic COVID-19 (as defined above) after obtaining a negative 
SARS-Co V-2 test by NAT in a lower respiratory sample (BAL) 

• Offers from deceased donors with resolved COVID-19 (as defined above) after obtaining a negative BAL 
• MDMC will request BAL testing for all donors with a positive NP sample who are under 

consideration 
• Ultimately, organ acceptance will be at the discretion of the surgeon in consultation with ID while 

considering both donor & recipient characteristics, organ function and the risk vs benefit to the intended 
recipient 

Methodist Dallas Medical Center (MDMC) will not consider the following offers: 
• Any deceased donor with a positive BAL sample 
• Deceased donors who are symptomatic (mild or severe) for COVID-19 at the time of evaluation by the 

organ procurement organization (OPO) 
• Deceased donors with a positive SARS-COV-2 test at the time of evaluation, without prior known history 

of COVID-19 infection or with unknown symptom history 
• Deceased donors of African American descent with a positive COVID-19 test at the time of evaluation 

due to increased risk of FSGS associated with the APOL-1 gene 
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Recipient selection criteria: 
• Recipient must be fully vaccinated for COVID-19 
• Willingness to accept such an organ and provide written informed consent 

All recipients will be monitored closely for signs of COVID-19 and appropriate imaging and testing will 
be obtained in addition to the post transplant standard of care. Any suspected donor-derived infection wi ll 
be reported per OPTN policy. 
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